
Varjak Paw

Chapter 9



Make sure you have read 

chapter 9 or watched the 

video before you start this 

lesson.



5 minute starter task

• Read through the first 2 pages of  Chapter 9 on the next slide.

• Can you find examples for all of  the following within 5 minutes:

• 2 Powerful adjectives

• 2 Powerful verbs

• 2  Powerful adverbs

• 1 Simile

Good luck!





WALT infer  a 

characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives



Why do you think the black and white cat was so hostile when she met Varjak? 

Hostile:   Acting like an enemy. Antagonistic. Not friendly or generous.

What might she be worried about or scared of? 

Why do you think she seems to relax when she realises he’s a pet and not a street cat? 



Task
You are going to use empathy to imagine that you are the spiky,  black and white cat.

You are sleeping in the safety of  the hut as the storm rages outside when you hear the 

sounds of  someone coming in.

Use all of  your descriptive writing tools to write at least 2 paragraphs of  5 sentences each, 

describing what you hear, see, think and feel.  

WIN
Powerful adjectives Simile

Powerful verbs Metaphor

Powerful adverbs Fronted adverbial (when, where or how)



Example
The icy wind howled like a wounded animal as the rain lashed mercilessly against 

the flimsy walls of  the hut.  My hut.  Yes, it was small and rickety and it often smelled as 

if  something had lived and died there, but it was the only thing standing between me and 

this ferocious cold.  It may not be much but it was reasonably dry, moderately warm and 

most importantly, it was mine. As I lay there in the middle of  this raging storm, I thanked 

my lucky stars for this refuge from the horrors that lay outside these four feeble walls.

As my eyelids were beginning to droop and I was drifting towards that state between 

waking and dreaming, where our imagined worlds mingle with our waking reality, I was 

startled by a creaking sound emanating from the corner. Was it real? Had I dreamt it, or 

was someone actually pushing open the door to the hut? My hut. My refuge! 


