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Description
Tawny owls have a large round head with black eyes and broad rounded wings. Their feathers are a rich tawny brown.  They have a heart shaped face and their ears are hidden.   They are nocturnal so they are not often seen during the day. They can be heard hooting at night. Their call sounds like ’hoo-hoo-hooohoo’.  They have very sharp claws called talons to help them catch their prey (food). Did you know baby owls are called owlets? 

Habitat
Tawny owls are found mainly in woodland but they can also be seen in parks, gardens and churchyards. Sometimes they are even found in cities. They spend the day roosting on the branch of a tree.

Diet
Tawny owls eat small animals, birds, frogs, worms and beetles
although what they eat often depends where they are living. In
woodland they mainly eat mice and voles and some birds, shrews,
worms and beetles. In towns they often eat small birds such as
sparrows and starlings.

Senses
Tawny owls hunt at night. They have very sensitive eyes and ears
that help them to find their prey easily in the dark. Even when it’s
too dark to see, the tawny owl’s hearing is sharp enough to find
its prey. Tawny owls wait on a perch then glide down silently and
pounce on their prey, killing it with their talons or with a quick
bite after capture. Owls swallow their prey whole.





Amazing fact
Did you know that an owl can turn their necks almost all the way around and do a full circle? This is because they have 14 bones in their neck and we only have 7. This a great skill to have because it means they can turn their heads right around to see what is behind them without making any noise, that way they won’t scare away any potential dinner!

Visit these sites to learn more about owls and watch videos of owls in action:
 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/02/how-owls-twist-heads-almost-360-degrees/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/birds/owls/
https://www.barnowltrust.org.uk/owl-facts-for-kids/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-owls/
image1.png




