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SEND provision and updates at Cypress

• SEND can cover a broad range of needs which include speech, language and communication needs, behavioural, 

emotional and social difficulties, specific learning difficulties, moderate learning difficulties, profound and 

multiple learning difficulties, multi-sensory impairment, visual and hearing impairment, physical development 

and Autistic Spectrum Disorders.

• Around 18% of children at CYP (inc. Nursery) are on our SEND register and we currently have 7 children with 

EHCPs.  This is broadly in line with national.

• Most children on the SEND register have involvement from external agencies (SALT, EP, Paediatrician, CAMHS, 

Sensory Support team etc) and we then follow recommendations.

• We are a mainstream school where ‘Quality First Teaching’ is effective.

• SEND Pupil Passports provide individual targets for children with SEND.

https://www.pegasusacademytrust.org/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send 

https://www.pegasusacademytrust.org/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send


Developing SEND and Inclusion provision at 
Cypress – what’s new since Sept’22?  

• MHST (Mental Health Support Team)

• School led Coffee Mornings with a focus on specific areas of SEND (e.g. S&L, ASD)

• 1:1 emotional well-being support

• Love To Communicate – screened every Reception child, carried out assessments 
and now groups/ 1:1s are taking place, staff training

• National Autistic Society (NAS) Coffee Morning for parents and course ran at CYP

• We’ve joined the Local SEND Locality to gain funding for pre-EHCP children

• ASD and SALT training for identified staff

• Seve the Cypress Super Dog! 

• Makaton sign of the week introduced

• MHST Coffee Morning



Interventions at Cypress
In addition to Quality First Teaching, we have a number of interventions at Cypress to 
support children with a range of needs.  Children do not have to be on our SEND register 
to access these school-based interventions.

Love to 
Communicate 

(SALT)

Small group 
support

Preview (maths 
and literacy)

MHST (Mental
Health Schools 

Team)

Seve the 
Cypress 

Superdog

Speech and 
Language 

groups

Circle of friends Bucket time Draw and talk
Precision 
teaching

Catch-up maths 
groups

Social skills

Curriculum
adaptions/ 

differentiation

Specialist 
equipment/ 
resources

Sensory input 
(movement 

breaks, quiet 
spaces)

Increased adult 
support (e.g. 

1:1)

Keep-up 
phonics/ super-

supported
blending

5 minute box 
(maths)

Lexia Touch typing 1:1 reading
Little Wandle

phonics
Forest School 

nurture groups
Handwriting



Support for families

• Croydon SENDIASS provides free, confidential and impartial 
information, advice and support.  They also have a range of 
useful resources on their website. 
https://www.kids.org.uk/croydon-sendiass

• Croydon Local Offer -
https://localoffer.croydon.gov.uk/kb5/croydon/directory/home.p
age

• Chatterbox (S&L Nursery support)

• MHST supporting families

https://www.kids.org.uk/croydon-sendiass
https://localoffer.croydon.gov.uk/kb5/croydon/directory/home.page


Support for families



Support over the summer







Transition

• Lots of activities normally happen at Cypress at all transition points

• Visits to different areas they may experience in the school

• Visiting new classrooms and meeting their new teacher

• Joining assembly, playtime and lunchtime if moving to year 3

• For some children we create transition booklets to support over the 
holidays

• Individual or small group visits

• Detailed handover notes and discussions between teachers



What can you do?



Consider holding onto some routine while being 
adaptable

• The last few days of the summer term are likely to have been a bit different to 
normal days at school, which should help ease the transition into the holidays. If 
your child craves routine, incorporate some of your usual activities into the first 
few weeks of the summer holidays. This might be getting up at the same time, 
wearing a school uniform, eating a packed lunch or even doing a bit of 
schoolwork each day

• Every child is different, and some children may be happy to say goodbye to 
school for a few weeks as soon as the clock hits 3 pm on the last day of term. 
Others may gradually want to reduce the number of term-time routines they 
keep in place over the holidays, while some may want to keep them running all 
the way through. Whatever course your child takes, it’s useful to start 
incorporating some of the school routines back into life in the last week or so of 
the holidays so that it’s not too much of a shock when school starts again in 
September



Get talking…

• Use prompt questions to initiate conversations about change and 
transition and what your child might like to do over the summer 
holidays. Let them be involved in making plans – this will help them to 
feel they have some control over events. 

• In terms of starting a new school or a new class, sometimes children 
won’t know what they don’t know – there might be issues around 
change that they haven’t thought about yet. While it’s great that they 
aren’t feeling worried about change and transition, gently asking a 
few probing questions to get them thinking ahead to September 
might help ease the way once you get there

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-p-395-a-transition-planning-map-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-a-281-why-dont-you-discover-and-do-summer-holiday-hitlist-poster


Have plans for the first week

• The first week of the summer holidays is the most crucial – start off 
well, and it will set the mood for the rest of the holidays. The first few 
days of a change in routine or setting are always the most difficult for 
children who need help to adapt, so make sure the first week includes 
some routine and some of your child’s favourite things to allay any 
fears.



Keep up with friends over the summer

• Seeing familiar faces outside of school will not only help your child to 
stay connected to friends so that the relationships are still there in 
September but will also help to build bridges between school and the 
long summer holidays.



Keep a record

• Encourage your child to keep a record of what they’re doing during 
the summer holiday to show to their teacher and TAs when they 
return to school, a holiday scrapbook for example. As well as helping 
your child to keep busy and continue developing their skills over the 
holidays, this will help them keep in mind that the holidays are only 
for a finite period of time and that they will be going back to school 
soon

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-1492-holiday-scrapbook-diary


Don’t feel you have to fill every moment

• It can be easy, with a child who craves routine, to feel that you have 
to fill every moment of the holiday with activities but remember that 
children need downtime too. You know your child best – whether 
they’d prefer short stop-gaps of downtime in-between bursts of 
activity, or day-long pyjama days when they (and hopefully 
sometimes you!) can drift through the hours enjoying no restraints, 
timetables or demands



September’s coming…

• Gradually build up to returning to school as the weeks go by. Bring it 
(casually) into conversation often to remind your child that it’s on the 
horizon. If your child is feeling anxious about returning to school, Twinkl’s
Talking Prompts and possibilities can help you work through some of your 
child’s worries and the possible solutions. Look at pictures of key adults.

• Intersperse school provision shopping throughout the holidays – perhaps 
for uniform one week, school shoes the next and stationery the following 
week. Not only will this make back-to-school shopping more manageable 
(and ensure you’re not left scraping the barrel with whatever shops have 
left!), but it’ll also help consolidate in your child’s mind that they are going 
back to school soon. Letting them choose their stationery, and perhaps a 
new school bag will give them ownership over going back to school and 
help them feel they have some control.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/back-to-school-anxiety-talking-prompts-and-possibilities-t-p-1630310738


• Make use of any resources that your child’s teacher may have given 
you to help your child transition back into school. You can also find 
lots of helpful resources to keep summer brains ticking over on the 
Twinkl website, as well as useful resources and activities around going 
back to school (see support pack below).

• If your child needs a boost about going back to school, this feel-good 
video celebrates all that's good about going back to school and is sure 
to lift their spirits!

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/returning-to-school-transition-activity-pack-t-s-2548810




Any questions or feedback?

Save the dates!

Next SEND Coffee morning – Autumn term


