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Making Inferences

When things aren't explained literally in a text, you can use clues to reach a logical
conclusion. This is called inference.

Read the short story then answer the questions in full sentences.

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll - Down the Rabbit Hole

The rabbit-hole went straight on like
tunnel for some way, and then dipped
suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had
ot a moment to think about stopping herself
before she found hersel falling down a very
deep well

Either the well was very deep, or she fell
very slowly, for she had plenty of time as she
went down to look about her and to wonder
what was going to happen nect. First, she
tried to look down and make out what she
was coming to, but it was too dark to see
anything; then she looked at the sides of the
well, and noticed that they were filled with
cupboards and book-shelves; here and there
she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs.
She took down a jar from one of the shelves
as she passed; it was labelled 'ORANGE
MARMALADE', but to her great disappointment it way empty: she did not like to drop the jar
for fear of killing somebody, so managed to put it into one of the cupboards as she fll past it

“Well!" thought Alice to herself, *after such a fall as this, T shall think nothing of tumbling
down stairs! How brave they'll all think me at home! Why, T wouldn't say anything about it,
even if T fel off the top of the house!’ (Which was very likely true)
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Questions

1f Alice couldn't stop herself from tumbling down the hole, how do you think: she felt as she
began her fall?

The author doesn't say what Alice felt about the appearance of the well. If you were
Alice, how would you describe her reaction when she saw cupboards and bookshelves on
the walls?

Why do you think that Alice was disappointed that the jar of marmalade was empty?

Alice says she wouldn't hurt herself ven if she fell from the top of her house. Why does she
think this?

How do you thinkk Alice could get out o the well and back to the top?
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Answers

. If Alice couldn’t stop herself from tumbling down the hole, how do you think she felt as she
began her fall?
As Alice decided to follow the rabbit and have an adventure, I think she may have been
quite excited at the thought of falling through the air to the bottom of the well.
or.
After the excitement of following the rabbit down the hole, I think Alice may have been
a bit nervous and anxious when she began to fall ‘down a very deep well’.

. The author doesn’t say what Alice felt about the appearance of the well. If you were
Alice, how would you describe her reaction when she saw cupboards and book shelves
on the walls?

If I was Alice, I would be amazed at the sight of shelves and books on the walls of the
well. I have never been down a well but I know it's for water not for bookshelves, so I
would be puzzled at the sight of books and jars.

. Why do you think that Alice was disappointed that the jar of marmalade was empty?
Alice may have been disappointed that the marmalade jar was empty because it
could have been her favourite preserve and she may have wanted a spoonful on her
way down.

. Alice says she wouldn't hurt herself even if she fell from the top of her house. Why does she
think this?
Alice might think that if she could fall all the way down the well without hurting
herself, then she could surely fall from the top of her house unharmed. She says, “after
such a fall as this, I shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs!’

. How do you think Alice could get out of the well and back to the top?
Alice may get out of the well by climbing up the bookshelves and the cupboards. Once
she reached the rabbit hole, she may be able to scramble up the earth walls to the top.




