Hedgehogs

Description
A hedgehog has sharp spines that cover the top of its body. The lower part of its body is covered in thick, rough, hairy fur. They have poor eyesight but their sense of smell and hearing is very good. If a hedgehog is threatened it will curl up in a ball and raise its spines to protect itself. Hedgehog babies are blind and pink at first, with soft spines. They are called hoglets. 

Habitat
Hedgehogs live where there is a mixture of grassland, woodland and
hedgerows. They are often seen in gardens at night. Hedgehogs
hibernate from October to April in a winter nest of leaves but in summer they spend the day in temporary nests.

Diet
Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals. At night they snuffle and grunt as they search for food. They are mainly meat eaters but also eat other kinds of food. Their favourites are beetles, caterpillars, worms, birds’ eggs, slugs, snails, millipedes and earwigs but they also like nuts and fruit. Hedgehogs use their sense of hearing and smell to find food and can smell a worm under 2cm of soil.

Dangers
Hedgehogs are occasionally eaten by foxes and badgers who can uncurl but, every year, thousands are killed or injured on the road. This is because they curl into a ball when frightened instead of running away. Bonfires are a real danger to hedgehogs who often hibernate in piles of leaves which turn out to be bonfires. They are also often hurt by lawnmowers and strimmers, especially if the grass is long.


Find out more about hedgehogs by exploring these websites and videos:

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/hedgehog-facts/

https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/hedgehog.html

https://www.lovethegarden.com/uk-en/article/15-hedgehog-facts-kids

https://www.coolkidfacts.com/hedgehog-facts-for-kids/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mv-RfDVafY
