English -  Week 1 - lesson 1TASK:
On April 22nd each year we celebrate ‘Earth Day’, a day where we stop and think about environmental protection. This began in 1970 so this year marks the 50th anniversary of the day. The theme for Earth Day this year is climate change. 
Tomorrow you will be given more information about the writing task for the week. Your final outcome will either be a letter or poem. Today, we would like you to research how the pandemic and subsequent lockdowns across the world have changed the world at the moment. Certain reports describe the earth as healing during this time. Make notes using the articles and links below about the changes you can see happening. 








Article one
[image: The Independent – Logos Download]
Coronavirus: Venice canals clear up as pandemic shuts down tourism
Kate Ng, Wednesday 18 March 2020 10:51 

The waters of Venice’s famous canals have cleared for the first time in years amid a decline in pollution as the city locks down to stop the spread of coronavirus. Usually choked by pollution from diesel-powered commuter boats and water buses, Venice’s canals are usually clouded and murky. But videos and photos posted on social media show waters clear enough to bring back shoals of small fish and swans to the canals.

A spokesman for Venice’s mayor’s office told CNN the clearer water was due to sediment in the water that has settled. Boats frequenting the waters kick up sediment, causing the water to look dirty. But signs of wildlife re-entering spaces usually proliferated by humans have been spotted elsewhere in Italy. A dolphin was filmed swimming in the port of Cagliari, one of the largest seaports in Italy and the Mediterranean Sea basin. The port has an annual traffic capacity or around 50 million tonnes of cargo and a million twenty-foot equivalent unit containers.

Air quality in Venice has also improved since the lockdown, which has restricted the movement of people throughout the city and reduced traffic significantly. One person tweeted: “One thing that gives me hope is how quickly Mother Nature is responding/recovering. Water clear in Venice canals and swans back. Dolphins on coasts. More birds around with less cars. Huge drop in pollution. Big lesson for us all. We can save our planet if we act NOW.”

Read the full article here: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/coronavirus-pandemic-venice-canals-clear-water-tourism-shuts-a9407186.html

Article two
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'Nature is taking back Venice': wildlife returns to tourist-free city
      John Brunton, Friday 20th March

With the cruise ships gone and the souvenir stalls closed, the coronavirus lockdown has transformed La Serenissima’s waterways.
Look down into the waters of the Venice canals today and there is a surprising sight – not just a clear view of the sandy bed, but shoals of tiny fish, scuttling crabs and multi-coloured plant-life.
“The water is blue and clear,” said Gloria Beggiato, who owns the celebrated Metropole Hotel a few steps from St Mark’s square and has a view over the Venice lagoon. “It is calm like a pond, because there are no more waves caused by motorised boats transporting day-tripper tourists. And of course, the giant cruise ships have disappeared.”
Under Venice’s strict rules of self-confinement to prevent the spread of the coronavirus – all journeys but a trip to walk the dog or buy food are forbidden – the ancient city has been transformed almost overnight.
[image: Seaweed can be seen in clear waters in Venice as a result of the stoppage of motorboat traffic.]
Seaweed can be seen in clear waters in Venice as a result of the stoppage of motorboat traffic. Photograph: Andrea Pattaro/AFP via Getty Images 
La Serenissima’s hundreds of canals have been emptied of speeding motorboat taxis, transport and tourist boats. The chugging vaporetti water buses now run on a reduced timetable. Even most of the gondolas are moored.
The clarity of the water has improved dramatically. Cormorants have returned to dive for fish they can now see. At the Piazzale Roma vaporetto stop, ducks have even made a nest. “Someone has put up a sign saying, ‘Don’t tread on the duck eggs,’’” Beggiato said. “All totally unimaginable a while ago.”
The apparent cleanliness of the water is not in fact due to a lack of pollution, said Davide Tagliapetra, an environmental researcher at the Institute of Marine Science. He told a local TV station that the reason is the absence of motorised transport, which normally churns up the muddy canal floor.
Matteo Bisol runs the vineyard restaurant Venissa on the tiny lagoon island of Mazzorbo, and has been campaigning for a more eco-responsible, sustainable model of tourism in Venice for some time.
“For goodness sake, it is not surprising there are fish in the canals of Venice,” he said. “If there were not, then we should all be worried as the lagoon here is a fragile ecosystem. People need to realise that if we control and cut down boat traffic in Venice and its lagoon then we could all discover a unique biosphere.”
It is not just the cruise ships that are gone: the souvenir stalls that line the Riva degli Schiavoni, the Murano glass and lace shops, and the bars and restaurants are all closed.
It is a brutal hit to an economy that relies on tourism, but in the meantime locals appear to be rediscovering their city, in an admittedly constrained way.
“We Venetians have the feeling that nature has returned and is taking back possession of the city,” said Beggiato.
“If you ask me today – sunny blue skies, clear canals – then, yes, we would all like Venice to stay like this for a while. But we need, and look forward to, the return of tourists, though maybe not the 20 million a year that we have had to cope with.
“I honestly believe we should take the opportunity of this lockdown to reflect and see how we can be more organised in the future to find a balance between the city and tourism.”

Read the full article here: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/20/nature-is-taking-back-venice-wildlife-returns-to-tourist-free-city
Article three
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Will Covid-19 have a lasting impact on the environment?
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Pollution and greenhouse gas emissions have fallen across continents as countries try to contain the spread of the new coronavirus. Is this just a fleeting change, or could it lead to longer-lasting falls in emissions?

Numerous changes and provisions across the globe have been put into place the combat the new coronavirus. They are aimed at controlling the spread of Covid-19, and hopefully reducing the death toll. But all this change has also led to some unexpected consequences. As industries, transport networks and businesses have closed down, it has brought a sudden drop in carbon emissions. Compared with this time last year, levels of pollution in New York have reduced by nearly 50% because of measures to contain the virus.
In China, emissions fell 25% at the start of the year as people were instructed to stay at home, factories shuttered and coal use fell by 40% at China’s six largest power plants since the last quarter of 2019. The proportion of days with “good quality air” was up 11.4% compared with the same time last year in 337 cities across China, according to its Ministry of Ecology and Environment. In Europe, satellite images show nitrogen dioxide (NO2) emissions fading away over northern Italy. A similar story is playing out in Spain and the UK.
A global pandemic that is claiming people’s lives certainly shouldn’t be seen as a way of bringing about environmental change either. For one thing, it’s far from certain how lasting this dip in emissions will be. When the pandemic eventually subsides, will carbon and pollutant emissions “bounce back” so much that it will be as if this clear-skied interlude never happened? Or could the changes we see today have a more persistent effect?

The first thing to consider, says Kimberly Nicholas, a sustainability science researcher at Lund University in Sweden, is the different reasons that emissions have dropped. Take transport, for example, which makes up 23% of global carbon emissions. These emissions have fallen in the short term in countries where public health measures, such as keeping people in their homes, have cut unnecessary travel. Driving and aviation are key contributors to emissions from transport, contributing 72% and 11% of the transport sector’s greenhouse gas emissions respectively.
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The skies have cleared around Beirut, Lebanon – a city known for high levels of air pollution (Credit: Getty Images)

We know that for the duration of reduced travel during the pandemic, these emissions will stay lowered. But what will happen when measures are eventually lifted? 
In terms of routine trips like commuting, those miles left untravelled during the pandemic aren’t going to come back – you’re not going to travel to the office twice a day to make up for all the times you worked from home, says Nicholas. But what about other kinds of travel – might the cabin-fever of self-isolation encourage people to travel more when the option is there again?
“I can see arguments in both directions,” says Nicholas. “It may be the case that people who are avoiding travel right now are really appreciating spending time with families and focusing on those really core priorities. These moments of crisis can highlight how important those priorities are and help people focus on the health and wellbeing of family, friends and community.”
If this change in focus as a result of the pandemic sticks, then this could help to keep emissions lower, Nicholas suggests.
One factor that could influence whether or not these emissions bounce back is how long the coronavirus pandemic lasts. “At the moment that’s hard to predict,” says Pongratz. “But it could be that we see longer-term and more substantial effects. If the coronavirus outbreak continues to the end of the year then consumer demand could remain low because of lost wages. Output and fossil fuel use might not recover that quickly, even though the capacity to do so is there.”
It’s safe to say that no one would have wanted for emissions to be lowered this way. Covid-19 has taken a grim global toll on lives, health services, jobs and mental health. But, if anything, it has also shown the difference that communities can make when they look out for each other – and that’s one lesson that could be invaluable in dealing with climate change.

Read the full article here: https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200326-covid-19-the-impact-of-coronavirus-on-the-environment 












Article four
Himalayas visible from India as nature ‘heals’ during coronavirus shutdown

BY JOSH K. ELLIOTT  GLOBAL NEWS
Posted April 9, 2020 3:46 pm
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The Himalayas are shown in the distance from Jalandhar in the Indian state of Punjab on April 3, 2020. Anshul Chopra/Instagram 
[image: View image on Twitter]Indians in the state of Punjab say nature is healing before their very eyes during the coronavirus lockdown, as the formerly smog-veiled peaks of the Himalayas are now clearly visible along the northern edge of the country.
Several photos of the mountains captured in Jalandhar, northern India, have gone viral this week, as social media users look for a silver lining to the dire stream of COVID-19 news.
Some locals claimed it’s the first time they’ve had a good view of the Himalayas’ Dhauladhar range in “decades.”
The mountains are approximately 200 kilometres north of Jalandhar, and they’re almost always hard to see except after it rains, according to the Times of India. However, residents of Jalandhar and neighbouring Phagwara have been enjoying an unprecedented view of the full mountain range over the last week amid a drop in air pollution.
  “Never seen the Dhauladar range from my home rooftop in Jalandhar,” Harbhajan Singh, a former professional cricket player, tweeted on April 3. “Never could imagine that’s possible,” Singh wrote:
Never seen Dhauladar range from my home rooftop in Jalandhar..never could imagine that’s possible..clear indication of the impact the pollution has done by us to Mother Earth.. this is the view

India imposed an unprecedented lockdown on March 22, when it ordered nearly 1.4 billion people to stay indoors and brought the nation’s economy grinding to a halt. The nation-wide curfew measures “have resulted in significant improvement in air quality in the country,” India’s Central Pollution Control Board reported on March 31.
Many hailed the Himalayas news as evidence that “nature is healing” during this scaled-back period of human activity.
 More research
During this unprecedented time the news and research changes daily. By the time you are reading this new articles and information will have been published. You can continue your research in a variety of ways. For example, you could: 
· Find articles yourself about the recorded drops in pollution levels like this one:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-52114306 

· Make some notes about how being in lockdown has made you reflect on how you look after the earth. Are you thinking more about the food you eat/waste now we cannot go to the shops as easily and some foods are not available? Are you working more at home to recycle or reuse things? Are you paying more attention to the amount of time you are on the computer or using electricity? 
· For wider research about climate change maybe read about or watch a documentary such as:
· https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/ 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts 
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