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F collecting sticks, o¢ singing 3 each other
Cheerful litthe birds, and cheerfid little
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> We had a Jot of plans to cement the
unofficial sympathios between chiddsen and
Sparrows: most summer holidayy would see
the continuation of Operation Get Sparrows,
where we would try to_ pet sparrows. Steal a
Bhue bread crate from behind the supormarket,
prop it up on a stick with a string attached,
scatter breadorumbs bencath. When the

fock of sparrowi

mlbm' m":\tf sparrows umder the crale,
of oourse: a sparrow Is faster and possidly
deverer than a bunch of ki trying fo calch
i, We were secretly relieved we never caght
one - when we found the pigeon with the
Broken wing, however much milk we fed it

§ and however moch we stroked it. its beart

¥ beat faster and faster until it dicd, and so we

; were aware that it §s still impossble, even in
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hedge sound like a

phone call to 1982, to

the birds that nested
' right above my
“bedroom window

’ The sparrows in the

o -
Now '8 46, I'm trying (o get spartoms
apan The cities of sparrows this island bad

s them aone 1t 1s, with any scrap of Lend
you Barve, 10 make a small spacrow-woeld
canlive in And then . termgt themn over.
~The pearest sparrow colony to me is in the
hedges 2t Mexandra Palace - evety dog watk,
g0 past 50 | can overhear them chirping 10

Mawwmmhdaukm
Sparmows — the books tell me ~ bove hawthorn
hog'q!hq love "sparrow termce” bird-boxes,
%0 the gaog can stay together They're ground-
foeders - 40 hamyging towers of seed and grain
need & handful taken from them snd theown
wﬂm;n«e‘wwm&cm
these small sparrow-things.

And because they re ground-foeders, when
thve cat died, | did mes replace it - 27 milion
binds are kaled every sprisg and wummer
bymndvhmhmdw.e&
ldoncﬂwg‘oum:’nﬂm\uyllmfor
sparrowy. | started Operation Get Sparrows
20 i 2085 ~ for pearly half 2 decade, my
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disappointid when the Brown bird in the tree
s round and 1 see its rod robin chest. For
b.y?‘nl‘\tlﬁedloqnamlhckba
weeld cheerful spartows,
the garden basthe with |hfibnyvot:m

And then vestenday, finally ~ bursting ot
of the new hedperow like they had a big secret
= sparrows. Three sparrows. Three svall

brown coins. A fortune. »

¥ this day and age, to inforem birds that you




