

ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT BATS!

There are all sorts of different bats around the world. The most common bats found in England live in forests, caves and lofts where they can be seen during the day hanging upside down asleep.
 
Description 
Bats are small, furry, flying mammals.  Bats are the only mammals that can fly. They have skin that stretches between their front and back legs that is like leather.  The skin makes wings that enable them to swoop and glide through the darkness.  Bats often have large ears to help them here. The body of the smallest bat found in England is 4cm long! The world's largest bat has a wing span of almost 2 metres.

Habitat
Bats spend the daytime asleep, hanging upside down in hollow trees, old buildings, roof spaces and similar places.  The place where bats live is called a roost.  They roost in different places at different times of the year. 
 
What do they eat?
Bats are active at dusk and just before sunrise.  They eat night-flying insects.  Most insects are caught and eaten in mid-air but when a large insect is caught, the bat will perch somewhere and hang upside down to eat it.  Bats eat thousands of insects every day because flying uses up a lot of energy.  The smallest bat can eat up to 3000 insects in one night! A baby bat feeds on its mother's milk for at least a few weeks after it is born.
 
Senses
Bats can smell, hear, taste, feel and see just as we do.  Their eyes can see perfectly well in the daylight but they are nocturnal and hunt at night.  Instead of relying on their sense of sight at night, they use their hearing in a special way.  When bats are flying in the dark, they can avoid bumping into things and track down their prey by using echoes.  They make high pitched squeaks that bounce off objects and these make the echoes that tell the bats where things are.  This is called echolocation.  We can’t hear the sounds they make because their squeaking is too high pitched for us to hear. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Check out these websites and videos for more amazing facts about bats:
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/bat.html
 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/bats/

https://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/bat-facts.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBCODnTUOrY
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