[image: ]Badgers


Description
Badgers have a stocky body with short legs and a short tail. Their thick fur is black, white and brown and they have a very distinctive black and white striped head with small white tipped ears.  They have strong claws that they use for digging their underground homes. 

Habitat
Badgers mainly live in woodland but also in farmland, some gardens and cliff tops. They live in family groups in burrows called setts.  The setts have many tunnels and at the end of a tunnel is a chamber that the badgers use for sleeping and looking after the young badgers. 

Diet
Badgers are omnivores which means they eat meat and plants.  Their favourite food is earthworms but they also eat beetles, slug, wasp grubs, frogs, young rabbits and mice, fruit and bluebell bulbs.  Badgers need around 200 worms to last them through their days sleep. 

Senses
Badgers are nocturnal which means they sleep during the day and hunt at night. Smell is the most important sense to a badger.  They leave their setts after dusk to sniff the air for signs of danger before going on their night time activities.  When a badger is feeding it keeps its nose close to the ground so that it can smell its food.  Badgers have very sensitive whiskers that help it to find food and dig easily without very good sight or hearing.
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