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Dearparents and carers of children in Willow Class,

Ourtopic this term is “Mini-beasts”. We will be finding out lots of information aboutall different types of mini-beasts by using information
books, simple encyclopedias and dictionaries. We are reading stories that feature mini-beasts such as ‘ The Bad Tempered Ladybird’
and ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle. We use these texts as the basis of much of ourrole play, discussion, reading and
writing activities. Please continue to help your child by reading with them as regularlyas you can and encourage them to read
themselves. Attached are the ‘tricky’ words. When reading with your child, please encourage them to recognise these by sight and not
sound them out.

In mathematics we will be learning how to share amountsinto equal groups and use this skill to help us to solve problems. We will
continue to help the children to recognise numerals around them, with particularemphasis on the ‘teen’ numbers e.g. thirteen, and use
them as labels for sets of objects. Otherwork will include a focus on understanding weightand length (continuing to focus on
appropriate vocabularyi.e. heavier, heaviest, longer, longestetc). In our shape work the children will continue to name shapes and
think aboutthe words we use to describe them. Please continue to supportyour child’slearning bypractising counting, as well as
counting on and counting back. It would helpif you played number games thatinvolve moving counters along a numberline ornumber
track.

In understanding the world we will be exploring the local area in search of mini-beasts and encouraging the children to investigate for
themselves using magnifiers and bug catchers. In class we will be taking responsibilityfor some caterpillars and observing the changes
they go through before releasing them later this term. We are also lucky to be visited soon by ‘Zoolab’. Theyare coming to show the
children their collection of mini-beasts and answer all the questions that they may have. T he children will even getthe opportunity to
hold some of the mini-beastsif they are brave enough!We will then be using a range of materials during expressive arts and design to
make our own mini-beastmodels and paintings.

In physical developmentthe children will be exploring, through dance, differentways of travelling with confidence and skill. Using their
knowledge of mini-beasts they will experimentwith moving like different bugs. Theywill be encouraged to move in a range of different
ways, whilst managing space successfullythrough changing direction and speed. T he children will continue to work in our outd oor area
where they have the opportunity to develop their skills whilstusing a wide range of large and small scale construction and be
challenged to build creativelyusing their imaginations.

We would like to remind you that as the weather gets warmer the children will need to have plimsollsin their PE bag with their name
on, as itis likely that some sessions will take place outside inthe sunshine. If you have not done so already, please ensure that they
are the correctsize for your child, as your child’s feetmay have grown since they were first putin the bag! Also now that the warmer
weatheris here, please send your child with a sun hat. The only baseball hatallowed to be worn at school is the Pegasus baseball hat
available on the website.

Thank you for sharing your child's Wow moments'with us! The children have enjoyed sharing their achievements from home with us,
andit has helped us get to know what your child'sinterests are. Please keep them coming in and ask your child's class teacher for new
slipsif you runout.

Thank you for your continued support,

TanyaHeadley
(Willow)
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